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De
Walking in the
most
natural
way
imaginable,
kindly
smiling and ready to face
another uncommunicative
class,
that
patiently
listens, staring rather
through than at her… I’m
there, waiting for the
weekly routine to get to an
end before I remind her
about her promise of
answering some of my
questions regarding her
extracurricular activities. I
raise my hand up high,

and with a big smile and a
soft
voice, I
get my
permissio
n
to
speak.
Despite
being
busy, Ms.
Zămăcău
–as it’s her I’ve been
talking about- accepts to
have an interview. Well
known for being a
communicative
person,
Ms.
Zămăcău
transforms
what could
have been a
dull
and
routine job
into sheer
pleasure.

I prepared myself

for the worst, but she
invites me to get a chair
next to her and so the
tension
miraculously
disappears. It’s a matter of
seconds
before
she
cheerfully gets straight to
the point: ‘So, what
exactly are you interested
to know?’
As most of our
students
know,
Ms.
Zămăcău is the person
behind
well-known
events in our highschool,
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suc
h as the upcoming
Christmas
Show.
‘Everything is actually a
charitable show in which
we
raise
money;
obviously, wefirst have
the show, after that, the
money raised from this
show is donated to the
Christian Medical Social
Day Centre in Sighişoara,
but actually the donation
won’t be in money, but in

it’s not the only project
that develops under the
careful guidance of Ms.
Zămăcău. ‘There are other
projects that we did. An
extensive activity was that
of collecting vegetables
and
fruit.
It’s
a
volunteering activity in
which people [the students
of our highschool] donate
vegetables
and
fruit. It was a hit last year,
extremely
appreciated.

involved. Of course, as
always, the level of
involvement is different

food. Christmas packets
will be made for the
elderly, as they have
families with several kids
and
a
precarious
situation.’, she tells me
regarding the Christmas
show.
In spite of the fact
that the Christmas show is
the most well-known one,

Therefore, we’re doing it
this year as well.’
Although she is
the rock of all the projects,
she openly admits that
none could have been
possible
without
the
students’
participation.”Students are
highly willing to be a part
of everything! They get

Prom, I got a hint of how
working with us, the
students, feels
like.
Incredibly, Ms. Zămăcău
surprises me by actually
being pleased with how
the students she works
with respond and behave.
‘Yes, obviously you are
teenagers now, so it’s not
the case of having to push

from person to person, but
after all, volunteering is
about
participating
willingly, we cannot force
anyone.’
As an eleventh
grade
student
and
therefore part of the
organizing party of the
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the
child from behind and
telling him exactly what
else is there to be done.
Being teenagers, you see
the world in a different
way now and when you’re
being told something, or
when we wish to initiate a
new project, the reaction
is different and the
students
are
actually
willing to take part in
everything.’
So far, it’s been a
very eventful school year
for her, as well. I’m

talking about the Meeting
of
the
Highschool
Students of Sighişoara.
An activity in which have
participated
200
highschool students from
the four highschools in
our city. The project has
been initiated by the
OrthodoxArchdiocese
Alba-Iulia, its subject of
discussion
being
the
youths’ leisure time. Ms.
Zămăcău tells me that this
project, as well, has
gained the same great
amount of involvement
from the students.

I go back to my
place at the back of the
class with this feeling of
gratitude for everything
that this dedicated teacher
does
for
an entire
highschool and for an
entire
community
of
underprivileged people.

Nu
Articol realizat de: Dalia-Maria Sporea
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Veillée de Noël
Noël est le moment le plus spécial dans la célébration duNoël à la française. Les cloches des
églises sonnent et les voix chantentdes chants traditionnels français, appelé
chants de Noël.Toute la famille fait le jeunle jour de Noël, puis tout le
monde même les plus jeunes enfants va à la messe de minuit. Les
églises et les cathédrales sont magnifiquement éclairées, et la plupart
afficheune belle crèche antique. Par la suite, la famille retourne à la
maison pourune fête nocturne que l'on appellele réveillon. Le
menu est différent dans les différentes régions de France.

Aan English christmas
The practice of putting up special decorations at Christmas has a long history. In the 15th
century, it was recorded that in London it was the custom at Christmas for every house and
all the parish
churches to be "decked with holm, ivy, bays,
and
whatsoever the season of the year afforded to
be
green".The heart-shaped leaves of ivy were
said to
symbolize the coming to earth of Jesus, while
holly was
seen as protection against pagans and witches,
its thorns and
red berries held to represent the Crown of
Thorns worn
by Jesus at the crucifixion and the blood he
shed.
The
songs we know specifically as carols were
originally
communal folk songs sung during celebrations
such as
"harvest tide" as well as Christmas.It was only
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later that carols began to be sung in church.
Traditionally, carols have often been based on
medieval chord patterns, and it is this that gives
them their uniquely characteristic musical sound.
Some carols like "Personent hodie", "Good King
Wenceslas", and "The Holly and the Ivy" can be
traced directly back to the Middle Ages. They are
among the oldest musical compositions still regularly
sung. "Adeste Fideles" (O Come all ye faithful) appears in
its
current form in the mid-18th century, although the words may have originated in the 13th
century.

Die Weihnachtszeit: Eine Zusammenfassung

Weihnachten ist für die Deutschen das wichtigste
Fest des Jahres, an dem die ganze Familie
zusammenkommt. Die Vorweihnachtszeit entspricht den
vier Wochen vor dem heiligen Abend und beginnt mit
dem ersten Advent, dem ersten Sonntag im Dezember.
Die Wohnung wird
weihnachtlich mit
Tannenzweigen,
Weihnachtsschmuck und Kerzen dekoriert. Auf dem
Tisch wird der Adventskranz, ein Kranz aus
Tannenzweigen mit vier Kerzen, aufgestellt.
An jedem Sonntag im Advent wird eine Kerze
angezündet. Die Kinder bekommen
einen Adventskalender, an dem sich 24 Türen oder kleine
Säckchen befinden. jeden Tag bis Weihnachten dürfen die Kinder ein Türchen oder
Säckchen öffnen. In der Adventszeit schreiben die Kinder außerdem ihren Wunschzettel für
Weihnachten.

ărul 5Articol realizat de: Andreea

Mâlnă
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Next on „Did you know that...?”:

Norwegian scientists have hypothesized

“little dung twig” because the plant

that Rudolph’s red nose is probably the

spreads though bird droppings.

result of a parasitic infection of his

In Germany, Heiligabend, or Christmas

respiratory system.

Eve, is said to be a magical time when the

The Germans made the first artificial

pure in heart can hear animals talking.

Christmas trees out

The earliest known

of dyed goose

Christmas tree decorations

feathers.

were apples. At Christmastime,

According to the

medieval actors would use

Guinness world

apples to decorate paradise

records, the tallest

trees (usually fir trees) during

Christmas tree ever

“Paradise Plays,” which were

cut, was a 221-foot Douglas fir that was

plays depicting Adam and Eve’s creation

displayed in 1950 at the Northgate

and fall.

Shopping Center in Seattle, Washington.

All letters addressed to Santa in the United

The world’s largest Christmas stocking

States go to Santa Claus, Indiana.

measured 106 feet and 9 inches (32.56 m)

Telling “scary ghost stories” is an old

long and 49 feet and 1 inch (14.97 m)

Christmas Eve tradition that has died out

wide. It weighed as much as five reindeer

in the past century.

and held almost 1,000 presents. It was
made by the Children’s Society in London
on December 14, 2007
The British wear paper crowns while they
eat Christmas dinner. The crowns are
stored in a tube called a “Christmas
cracker”.
Mistletoe (Viscum album) is from the
Anglo-Saxon word misteltan, which means

Articol realizat de: Ana Cristea & Denisa Florea
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People celebrate Christmas Day in many ways. In the days or even weeks before
Christmas Day, many people decorate their homes and gardens with lights, Christmas trees
and much more. It is
common to organize a
special meal, often
consisting of turkey and a lot
of other festive foods, for
family or friends and
exchange gifts with them.
Children, in particular, often
receive a lot of gifts from
their parents and other
relatives and the mythical
figure Santa Claus. This has
led to Christmas Day
becoming an increasingly
commercialized holiday,
with a lot of families
spending a large part of
their income on gifts and
food. Many Sunday
schools, churches and
communities organize
special events. These can
include decorating the
neighborhood or a shopping
Christmas tree and
planning a Nativity display,
concert or performance.
A lot of plays and songs have
an aspect of Christmas as
a theme. Some groups
arrange meals, shelter or
charitable projects for people
without a home or with
very little money.
One thing America does have in abundance, though, is lights. The extravagant
Christmas decorations you may have seen in films like” Home Alone” are real, and some
homeowners even turn their houses into full-on light shows with Christmas-themed music
blasting from a PA system. Driving through American suburbia at Christmas can sometimes
feel like a tour of Disney World. But while the U.S. is big on its Christmas music, there are a
couple of musical traditions that are noticeably absent from its Christmas calendar. Firstly,
there is no place in American popular culture for the Christmas number one! Despite the
popularity of shows such as American
Idol and X-Factor (the latter of which has,
too much derision, produced several
Christmas number one artists in the U.K.),
the U.S. Billboard Hot 100 does not place
extra emphasis on the artist or group that is
number one at Christmas.
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In the Canadian provinces where English is the predominant
language, Christmas traditions are largely similar to those of the United States, with some
lingering influences from the United Kingdom and newer traditions brought by immigrants
from other European countries. Mince pies, plum pudding and Christmas cake are
traditionally served in English Canada as Christmas dinner
desserts, following the traditional meal of roast turkey, stuffing,
potatoes and winter vegetables. Christmas table crackers are not
uncommon in English-speaking Canada. In some parts
of Newfoundland and Nova Scotia Christmas traditions
include mummers.
North American influences on Christmas are evident in the
hanging of stockings on Christmas Eve, to be filled by Santa
Claus. However, Canadian children believe that the home of
Santa Claus is located at the North Pole, in Canada, and
through Canada Post, address thousands of letters to Santa Claus
each year, using the postal code designation "HOH OHO", a play
on Canada's six digit postal code that includes letters and numbers. Decorated Christmas
trees, either freshly cut or artificial, introduced to Canada in 1781 originally by German
soldiers stationed in Quebec during the American Revolution, are now common in private
homes and commercial spaces throughout most of Canada.
Articol realizat de: Diana Bucur & Bianca Moldovan

Noël chez les Français
Si vous êtes invité à passer Noël chez
des Français, sachez que c’est la fête la plus
célèbre en France, qu’on soit croyant ou non.
Selon les familles, Noël se célèbre soit le 24
décembre, soit le 25, soit les deux !
Á votre arrivée, complimentez vos
hôtes sur la décoration du sapin et de la
crèche que beaucoup de Français installent
dans un coin du salon pour représenter la
nativité. Faites aussi quelques remarques
élogieuses sur la décoration de la table.
Si vous êtes invité à réveillonner, vous
passerez une soirée du 24 autour d’un très bon repas. Il se peut qu’avant, vous alliez à la
messe de minuit. Nombreux sont encore les Français quis’y rendent en famille
Au retour, le réveillon commencera. Foie gras, saumon, huîtres en entrée et dinde aux
marrons en plat principal composent souvent le menu de fête, arrosé de bons vins et de
champagne. La traditionnelle bûche de Noël, un gâteau roulé à la crème, sera certainement
servie en dessert.
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Au cours du repas, n’hésitez pas à complimenter la
maîtresse de maison sur sa cuisine.
Vous constaterez d’ailleurs que les Français adorent
commenter ce qu’ils ont dans leur assiette et discuter
de la manière dont ils préparent tel ou tel plat, ou
de l’endroit oùils s’approvisionnent. Viendra ensuite le
moment du café accompagné de truffes ou de
papillotes, spécialités chocolatées de Noël.
Les enfants iront ensuite se coucher, attendant
impatiemment le lendemain matin pour voir si le
PèreNoël leur a apporté les cadeaux qu’ils lui ont
commandés. Ne soyez pas surpris de les voir
déposer leurs chaussures ou
leurs pantoufles devant la cheminée ou sous le
sapin. Les adultes continueront tranquillement
à bavarder puis iront se coucher à leur tour.

Au matin du 25, c’est la traditionnelle
distribution des cadeaux. Les Français
n’emballent que très rarement leurs cadeaux
eux-mêmes car les magasins le font
gracieusement. En général, chacun a un petit
cadeau pour chaque invité présent, mais on
décide parfois de n’enoffrir
qu’auxenfants.Renseignez-vous avant! En offrant votre cadeau, vous préciserez, s’ils’agit
d’un vêtement par exemple, que la personne pourra l’échanger si la taille ou la couleur ne lui
plaît pas.
Une personne peut être gênée de recevoir un cadeau si, par exemple, elle a omis de vous en
offrir un ! Vous
la mettrez à l’aise en
disant : « C’est trois
fois rien ». Il est de bon
ton de se montrer
content du cadeau que l’on
reçoit car les cadeaux
s’ouvrent devant la
personne qui nous les
offre. Heureusement, dans
la plupart des cas, cet
enthousiasme est naturel !
N’hésitez pas à
l’exprimer pour montrer que
le cadeau vous fait
plaisir.
Enfin,
n’oublions pas qu’en
France, comme
partout ailleurs, le vrai
cadeau de Noël est surtout de partager ce moment avec les gens qu’on aime.
Articol realizat de: Diana Harşan
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Niagara falls
vNiagara Falls is a series of three awe-inspiring waterfalls situated on the border of Canada’s
Ontario and the United States’ New York. Although it is often called the “Honeymoon Capital of the
World,” Niagara Falls in recent years has also developed as a popular destination for family and adventure
vacations. The magnificent beauty and enormous volume of Niagara Falls attracts millions every year from
all over the world.
From largest to smallest, the three waterfalls are theHorseshoe Falls, the American Falls and
the Bridal Veil Falls. The Horseshoe Falls lie mostly on the Canadian side and the American Falls entirely
on the American side, separated by Goat Island. The smaller Bridal Veil Falls are also located on the
American side, separated from the other waterfalls by Luna Island. The verdant green colour of the water
flowing over the Niagara Falls is a byproduct of the estimated 60 tonnes/minute of dissolved salts and "rock
flour" (very finely ground rock) generated by the erosive force of the Niagara River itself.
The Ontario side of the Falls,Horseshoe Falls, offers the most attractions and the best views, as you may
already know, as everyone who visited the falls
simply couldn’t help themselves, but take at least
one picture. The immediate area surrounding the
Falls is a premier tourist spot teeming in
observation towers, restaurants, souvenir shops,
museums, dinner theaters, casinos and high-rise
hotels.
One of the best places to view the Niagara
Falls on the Ontario side is from Queen Victoria
Park where the Falls are illuminated and fireworks
are displayed nightly during the summer.
If you are still skeptical about visiting the
Niagara Falls because ”just seeing some waterfalls”
is too mainstream for you, don’t worry. There are several ways to experience Niagara Falls. One of the most
popular is the Maid of the Mist boat tour that brings visitors close enough to feel the spray from the plunging
cascades. Visitors can also walk along a boardwalk beside the rapids or enjoy a cable car ride overhead. For
the adventurous, there are also jet boat and helicopter tours available.
While visiting Niagara Falls, there are plenty of other attractions such as theme parks, wax museums,
haunted houses, water parks, botanical gardens and wineries.
Articol realizat de: Alina Pilcă
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Books, movies & more
Top10Christmas movies
10.Home Alone:The Holiday Heist(2012)
9.All About Christmas Eve (2012)
8.Happy Christmas (2014)
7.So This Is Christmas (2013)
6.A Princess For Christmas (2011)
5.Fred Claus(2007)
4.Home Alone 2 (1992)
3.Home Alone 1 (1990)
2.The Golden Compass (2007)
1.” Harry Potter And The Philosopher’s Stone” (2001) is the first movie, based on the first
novel in the Harry Potter series written by J.K. Rowling. This movie follows a young boy ‘s
story,Harry Potter, who learns that he is the orphan son of two powerful wizards, possessing
unique powers of his own. Invited to study at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry,
he embarks with some friends, on an adventure of a lifetime full of magical creatures,
haunted forests and astonishing places, such as the Hogwarts Castle. Besides learning how to
control his wand and his broom, he will have to fight an evil wizard, Lord Voldemort. Even
if it is the most magical moment of the year, Christmas, the dark wizard won’t stop till he
wins. Here, Harry finds the home and the family he has never had.

Articol realizat de: Paula Florea
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Whether you’re trimming the tree or heading out to a Christmas party,
you’ll need the perfect soundtrack to get you in the festive spirit. Therefore,
we’re giving you:

10. I Wish It Could Be Christmas Everyday by
Wizzard
9. Jingle Bell Rock by Bobby Helms
8. Driving Home For Christmas by Chris Rea
7. Merry Xmas Everybody by Slade
6. The Christmas Song by Nat King Cole
5. Winter Wonderland by Doris Day
4. Santa Baby by Eartha Kitt
3. Last Christmas by Cascada
2. All I Want For Christmas Is You by Mariah Carey
1. Fairytale Of New York by The Pogues and Kirsty MacColl

Articol realizat de: Andreea Mâlnă & Dalia-Maria Sporea
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The divine comedy
The Divine Comedy (Italian: Divina Commedia) is an epic poem written by Dante Alighieri between c. 1308
and his death in 1321. It is widely considered the preeminent work of Italian literature, and it is seen as one
of the greatest works of world literature.
It consists of 3 main parts entitled “ Inferno”, “Purgatorio” and “ Paradiso”, each representing
Dante’s journey. In fact, those 3 steps show the soul’s path to God in Catholicism.
The poem is written in the first person, and tells of Dante's journey through the three realms of the
dead, lasting from the night beforeGood Friday to the Wednesday after Easter in the spring of 1300. The
Roman poet Virgil guides him through Hell and Purgatory; Beatrice, Dante's ideal woman, guides him
through Heaven.
Inferno: The poem begins on the night before Good Friday in the year 1300, "halfway along our
life's path" (Nel mezzo del cammin di nostra vita). Dante is thirty-five years old, half of the biblical life
expectancy of 70 lost in a dark wood (understood as sin) assailed by beasts (a lion, a leopard, and a shewolf) he cannot evade, and unable to find the "straight way" (diritta via) – also translatable as "right way" –
to salvation (symbolized by the sun behind the mountain).
Purgatorio: Having survived the depths of Hell, Dante and Virgil ascend out of the undergloom, to
the Mountain of Purgatory on the far side of the world. The Mountain is on an island, the only land in
the Southern Hemisphere, created by the displacement of rock
which resulted when Satan's fall created Hell (which Dante
portrays as existing underneath Jerusalem). The mountain has
seven terraces, corresponding to the seven deadly sins or
"seven roots of sinfulness." Love, a theme throughout the
Divine Comedy, is particularly important for the framing of
the sin on the Mountain of Purgatory.
Paradiso: After an initial ascension, Beatrice guides
Dante through the nine celestial spheres of Heaven. Dante
meets and converses with several great saints of the Church,
including Thomas Aquinas, Bonaventure, Saint Peter, and St.
John.
The most memorable phrase of Dante’s journey to
Hell is the inscription at its gates: "Lasciate ogne speranza,
voi ch'entrate”. ("Abandon all hope, ye who enter here.")
This is the classic that proved to me that epic classics can be every bit as fantastical, imaginative, and
incredible as any modern fantasy novel written today, in much the same way that there are close similarities
between fantasy and historical fiction. For all these reasons, I highly recommend it to the students of our
highschool.

Articol realizat de: Diana Jucan
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Longing
Drops of rain hit the windowpane of her bedroom. The storm outside was destroying
dreams and chances of happiness… or so it seemed. The lightning made quite an appearance
on the dark sky, illuminating the world all around it. The thunder sounded like a scream of
help in this major disaster.
All this time, Miranda was standing quietly in her bedroom: a room which seemed to be
made just for her. It was really cozy and it felt like happiness: the walls full of posters with
favourite bands and actors, the bed with all the covers she grew up with, some clothes
scattered on the chair next to it, pictures of loved ones looking back at her from the bedstand.
All of this felt right, so right, but still there was an emptiness to all of it, she couldn’t quite
comprehend, a feeling of longing for another place and time, a place far away from here and
now, a place of wonders and miracles. A place called home.
She loved all of this, the place, the people, but a part of her still ached to see her parents
and her birthplace. She just missed it: missed that way her mother used to wrap her up during
the night with covers so that she wouldn’t get cold, missed the house where she grew up,
missed her friends and the smiles on people’s faces, missed the old room where she first
cried because someone broke her heart, missed everything. A few more days and she would
see all of that, patience was the key, but she felt so down she wanted to be right there, right
now. Of course it wasn’t possible.
Annoyed, she got up and went to the kitchen to get a midnight snack, because obviously
aching to see a place left not only her heart empty but her stomach, as well. The walk to the
kitchen was short and she opened the fridge in the blink of an eye. Her favourite snack? It
wasn’t actually a snack, it was sweet and it made her happy.”Dear chocolate, I love you.
Yummy”, she thought while eating some. At least this calmed her down a little bit.
TO BE CONTINUED…
Mădălina Dan
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Collige virgo rosas
“ It’s 4 in the morning and I wish I could be pressed against your chest, listening to
your heartbeat instead of the rain. “
He could feel his heart stopping from time to time, finding its way to another living
individual and running away from him. His mind was ridden with doubt by the will of
existing and shades of gray encountered each part of it. The eyes that once witnessed the
multicoloured dawn are now pieces of cobwebs merely affected by the moments that are
passing by. Was his life only a score played by a maniac pianist who was also manipulated
by a mad puppet, the so called ‘fate’? As his fingertips barely touched the window, a
powerful light twinkled in his eyes as the Tokyo Tower’s illuminating turned on next to his
apartment. He wanted to look away but the strange brightness kept him captive for a short
period of time, as if he was calculating the chances of wanting to petthat thing.
Slowly turning away, his view stayed blocked on a picture hanging above his bed. He
could never understand why a human being has the need to interact with another human
being. Is it a universal thesis that people should be together with people? Or they’re just too
scared to extend their interests towards unusual phenomena in order to satisfy a desire long
lost in their hearts? Being a human could never be such a complex meaning and structure,
surpassed by unpleasant memories of the past that are attached to a living organism.
Humans…humans…such lovely creatures, yet they’re vulnerable and ready to break at any
time.
There is one person that makes him see new horizons, and that person is away at the
moment. Having nothing to do, he made himself comfortable in his own bed and gently
turned on the stereo, a slow composition of a jazz song playing by, chasing away any
unwelcome sadness and distress. The notes were mostly flying in the room, scratching the
walls with their harmony and melodious sounds :
“ Lured by the blue
With feelings aside
I’m lost in the sea
With you inside “
He couldn’t help himself but smile. He felt the warm glowing of the moon right on his
feet as they were bathing themselves in a mesmerizing ethereal liquid that could heal a
longing wound. With a blink of an eye, he was standing right in the glamorous sparkle that
trapped his sight. The man remained firm and felt the urge to approach the unknown
glimpses that surrounded the big white rift which reminded him of a snowy spot on a black
and sober piece of paper. He never sensed the somaesthesia of being abandoned, neither of
living alone. The stars that he could see that night were like everlasting parts of his
childhood that had looked after him his entire life. A small murmur escaped from his dried
lips, afraid that the wall might hear him calling out her name. Sitting down on a nearby
chair, Sebastian fixed his eyes on the dark blue sky, letting himself kidnapped by the beauty
of love and mystery that caught him off guard. So young, so precious, so reckless! Words
can’t define a human being, a pupil that is sustained by an inexistent desire to keep walking
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even after betraying himself. He leaned down his wooden seat and continued whispering the
name of his beloved one. Not even the moon, not even the stars could stop him loving
someone that he could die for.
TO BE CONTINUED…
Diana Jucan

Ailleurs
Toutes les personnes veulent se détendre, passer de beaux moments et, bien sûr,
oublier les problèmes. Ils trouvent leur refuge en fonction de la catégorie sociale à laquelle
ils appartiennent.
Les milliardaires choisissent comme refuge les croisières sur un yacht de luxe
pour faire rapidement le tour du monde, mais ils n’y trouveront “rien que la terre”. Les
millionnaires choisissent comme refuge les clubs de vacances. Pour le désir de se détendre
ils paient à l’ avance, ainsi ils n’utilisent pas l’argent. Les pauvres trouvent leur refuge dans
leur maison, a regarder la télévision tous les soirs. Ils continuent à chercher leur “Ailleurs
perdu”, qui est même la mascotte de leur enfance. Les jeunes sont plus vulnérables. Ils
voyagent en tout le monde, mais ils n’y trouvent pas leur refuge. Ainsi, ils arrivent à
consommer des substances interdites et finalement, beaucoup d’entre eux trouvent le refuge
définitif, la mort.
Mon opinion est que la paix, l’amour et la foi en Dieu sont le chemin pour
découvrir le vrai refuge, qui se trouve dans notre âme.

Antonia-Ioana Rusu
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Poetry corner
Oh...the good old days... when we were wearing pyjamas five sizes too big
Staying out all day until our mothers called us to go in,
Then we went to bed early
And dreamed about our next big adventure.
The days we thought all stories were possible
And that life always has a happy ending.
Can you believe this?What salad days they were…
The innocent time of childhood when everybody felt loved
Lost in a place of happiness and good jokes.
We found wonderland in our own hometown
And we played the music in our hearts on playgrounds
But we never forgot the cartoons we used to watch
Along with the video games we enjoyed playing
And no one felt left aside, they all just smiled
With sparkling eyes while telling, all the time, the truth.
No sadness, no worries, just swinging and eating cherry lollipops
Or whatever new candy was in store.
Kids who always fought when it came to the silliest things
Like who had the longest hair or who ran faster,
But it never lasted long, just 5 minutes
Then everybody was best friends like nothing ever happened.
Childhood, oh sweet childhood…how much we laughed
And how many diaries we wrote, how much silly stuff seemed so strong…
How many hearts remained untouched, how many drawings scattered on paper
And how many songs we sang at school…
Then how we cried when we learned to write and read.
The time flew by and those days remained just that:
The good old days.
We grew up and everybody chose their own path,
Hearts broke, harsh words were spoken,
Tears started to run down our cheeks
And we realized that the world was not a never-ending fairytale
But a playground where we chose our own faith
And our actions determined the life we lived.
We grew up, but from all the kids on the playground
I was always the outsider, the different one,
The person who sought the most valuable things in the world:
True love and honest friendship.
Mădălina Dan – Good old days

Ediţie de iarnă, 2014

The art gallery:IuliaMuntean
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Giving talent a name:
Andreea Niţu
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La pallamano, uno sporto amato anche in
Italia
La pallamano è uno sport inventato recentemente in confronto ad altri tra quelli praticati con la palla,
ma le sue origini si perdono nella storia. Nella Roma antica esisteva un gioco con la palla lanciata con le
mani e anche nella cultura Maya si trovano immagini su vasi che richiamano la pallamano.
Ma in Germania, alla fine dell'Ottocento, si iniziarono le regole
uniche a vari giochi che si svolgevano sia come allenamento nelle
scuole di ginnastica, sia a quelli popolari, giocati durante le fiere di
paese. Erano praticati giochi di squadra, chiamati in vario modo, che
possono essere tutti assimilabili alla moderna pallamano.
Nel 1936 la pallamano venne inclusa nel programma delle
Giochi della XI Olimpiadi di Berlino. Nel 1938 furono organizzati i
primi Campionati mondiali di pallamano maschile.
La pallamano si giocava al tempo in 11 giocatori e il campo di gioco
era quello del calcio.
Uno dei giocatori più popolari
fu il tedesco Bernhard Kempa, che inventò anche un tiro
particolarmente spettacolare, definito appunto tiro di Kempa. La
configurazione a undici giocatori fu utilizzata fino agli inizi del
1960 perché nel frattempo, considerando il clima nei paesi nordici,
per poter giocare anche nei mesi invernali aveva preso piede la
pallamano al coperto, giocata in sette e su campi 40 m x 20 m. Da
allora nasce la pallamano moderna.
Nel 1970 nasce la Federazione Italiana Giuoco Handball
(FIGH). In Italia la pallamano è maggiormente praticata nel
Nordest, in Lombardia, in Emilia-Romagna, in Puglia e in Sicilia.
La Pallamano Trieste è la squadra che vanta il maggior numero di scudetti (17) ed è la squadra italiana con il
maggior numero di titoli italiani.

Lavinia Trifan & Marius Pop
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STOP bullying!
Nowadays, lots of children are affected by what other people say about them,and,unfortunately,this is
a very hard thing to avoid. Although at our age we tend to criticize our classmates, people we see day by day
in highschool or just a simple person we see on streets, we shouldn't go
overboard.From saying that we don't like somebody's style of clothing till
beginning to criticize somebody for whom he or she is as a person, there
is a very long way to go.
We should respect other people's opinion and the way they are
because all of us are different and everyone wishes to be appreciated for
what they are on the inside and not for their appearance.Maybe for some
people the way they look is not so important.Why do we set anybody
down for some extra kilograms or
even fewer kilos?Nobody is
perfect,and if you mock at a person,do you think that you are more
intelligent, better or more beautiful than them? No, you are not
because you chose to criticize and not to understand, to hit instead
of listening and to judge before knowing.
Maybe the kid you make fun of every day and you are so
amused because of that ,one
day will come out of his
shell and stand up to you,
and then he will 'hit' for all
the times when you talked
rudely ,you beat or you made jokes about him.
There are many children in the world who choose to cut off their
nose, to spite their face because of the people who criticize them and
make them hate everything around.They begin to lose their selfconfidence, and separate from the rest o the world, they are dumb,
they come in groups more and more rarely. If there is nobody to stop
and cheer them up,in some cases,they will get to a point when they desire to end it all.They think that no one
will miss them and their presence doesn't change anything....All these things because of some people that
decided to talk first, and think next.
"Be kind; everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle." –JOHN WATSON
Articol realizat de: Ana Cristea & Denisa Florea
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No Christmas is ever complete without a classic Christmas Cake on the table. Though my
recipe may at a first glance look complicated it is, in fact, very easy if you prepare and
weigh all the ingredients, and line the tin before you start.In this article I am going to present
a recipe, and to explain you step-by-step how to make it.
Ingredients:
















225 g golden raisins
225 g raisins
110g mixed candied peel, finely chopped
165 glace cherries, halved
300g all purpose or plain flour
Pinch of salt
½ level tsp mixed spice
½ level tsp ground cinnamon
½ level tsp freshly ground nutmeg
2½ sticks / 300g butter, slightly softened
10 oz / 300g soft brown sugar
Zest of ½ lemon
6 large eggs, lightly beaten
3 tbsp brandy, plus extra for feeding

Preparing:
Heat the oven to 150°C. The temperature is low as the cake needs a long slow bake. It is
packed with sugars, fruits and brandy and if the temperature is any higher the outside of the
cake will burn and the inside be undercooked.
Line a 23 cm cake tin with 2 thicknesses of parchment or greaseproof paper. Tie a double
band of brown or newspaper paper around the outside. This acts as an insulator and to
prevent the cake from burning on the outside. In a large roomy baking bowl mix the currants,
sultanas, raisins, peel and cherries with the flour, salt and spices.In another large bowl cream
the butter with the sugar until light and fluffy. Stir in the lemon zest. Add the beaten eggs to
the butter mixture a little bit at a time, beating well after each addition - do not try to rush
this process as the mixture could curdle. If it does curdle simply add a tbsp of flour and mix
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again, this should bring the mixture back together. If it doesn't come back together, don't fret,
the cake will still be delicious.
Carefully fold in half the flour and fruit into the egg and butter mixture, once incorporated
repeat with the remaining flour and fruit. Finally add the brandy.Spoon the cake mixture into
the prepared cake tin making sure there are no air pockets. Once filled, smooth the surface
with the back of spoon and make a slight dip in the center .
Then, using a piece of paper towel clean up any smears of cake batter on the greaseproof
wrapping, if left on they will burn, and though it won't affect the cake, it doesn't smell too
good.Stand the tin on a double layer of newspaper in the lower part of the oven, if you have a
gas oven ensure the paper is well away from the flame, and bake for 4 hours. If the cake is
browning too rapidly, cover the tin with a double layer of greaseproof or parchment paper
after 2 hours. During the cooking time avoid opening the oven door too often as this may
cause the cake to collapse.After 4 hours check if the cake is cooked. The cake should be
nicely risen and a deep brown all over.Leave the cake to cool in the tin on a wire rack for an
hour, then remove from the tin and leave to cool completely. Once cooled prick the surface
of the cake with a fine metal skewer and slowly pour over 2 - 3 tbsp brandy.

Articol realizat de: Lavinia Cismaş
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Christstollen ist ein klassisher Stollen mit Rumrosinen und weihnachtlichen Gewürze.
Zutaten für den Teig:
1200 g Weizenmehl
80 g Hefe
400 ml Milch
600 g Butter
1 Bio-Zitrone (Abrieb der Schale)
3 Prisen Salz
1 Päckchen Vanillinzucker
1 unbehandelte Zitrone
2 Eigelb
Früchtemischung:
Rum
600 g Rosinen
100 g Mandeln (süß)
10 g Mandeln (bitter)
150 g Zitronat
100 g Orangeat
100 g Zucker
10 g Stollengwürz
…Puderzucker zum Bestäuben
Vorbereiten:
Für den Teig Rosinen in einem Schälchen mit Rum übergießen und über Nacht
durchziehen lassen.
Am nächsten Tag Milch erwärmen. Mehl in eine Rührschüssel geben. Hefe daraufbröckeln.
Milch, Zucker, Vanillin-Zucker, Salz, Finesse, Eier und Butter oder Margarine hinzufügen
und alles mit dem Mixer (Knethaken) kurz auf niedrigster Stufe verrühren, dann auf höchster
Stufe in etwa 5 Min. zu einem glatten Teig verarbeiten. Den Teig zugedeckt an einem
warmen Ort so lange gehen lassen, bis er sich sichtbar vergrößert hat.
Orangeat, Zitronat, Mandeln und die eingeweichten Rosinen auf leicht bemehlter
Arbeitsfläche kurz unterkneten. Den Teig zugedeckt nochmals an einem warmen Ort so
lange gehen lassen, bis er sich sichtbar vergrößert hat. Backblech mit dreifach gelegtem
Backpapier belegen (so wird der Stollen beim Backen von unten nicht so dunkel). Backofen
vorheizen.
Ober-/Unterhitze: etwa 250°C
Heißluft: etwa 230°C
Aus dem Teig einen Stollen formen. Dazu den Teig zu einem Rechteck (etwa 30 x 25 cm)
ausrollen. Den Teig von der längeren Seite aus aufrollen.
Articol realizat de: Alina Pilcă
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Here's a Christmas Quiz with 20 questions for you to try!

1. What's the name of the period leading up to Christmas?
2. How many Wise Men brought gifts to Jesus?
3. How does Good King Wenceslas like his pizzas?
4. What was the name of John the Baptist's Mother?
5. Who brings presents to children in
Holland on the 5th/6th December?
6. How many letters are in the angelic
alphabet?
7. In what town was Jesus born?
8. How many presents were given in total in
the 12 Days of Christmas?
9. In what decade was the first Christmas
Card sent in the UK?
10.What country did the family escape to?
11.How many of Rudolph's eight companions
names start with 'D'?
12.What country did Christmas Trees
originate from?
13.Who was the 'King of the Jews' who ordered the babies to be
killed?
14.What's the second line of "I'm dreaming of a white Christmas"?
15.What was Joseph's job?
16.Who started the custom of Wassailing?
17.Who were first people to visit the baby Jesus?
18.What's lucky to find in your Christmas Pudding?
19.What Angel visited Mary?
20.Where did the baby Jesus sleep?
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Answers:

1. Advent
2. More than one, the Bible doesn't say how many!
3. Deep pan, crisp and even!
4. Elizabeth
5. St. Nicholas
6. 25; 'no el'!!!
7. Bethlehem
8. 364
9. 1840s - 1843 by Sir Henry Cole
10.Egypt
11.Three - Dasher, Dancer and Donner
12.Germany - it was Latvia but it was part of German then!
13.King Herod
14.‘’Just like the ones I used to
know’’
15.Carpenter
16.The Anglo Saxons - it means
'good health'
17.Shepherds
18.A six pence
19.Gabriel
20.In a manger
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